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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
  lad ens field, a n  expans ive  frame 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  house with a 19th-century a d d i t i o n ,  d i s p l a y s  
b o t h  Federa l  and Greek R e v i v a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i a s .  The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  B l a d e n s f i e l d  is  a 
s f g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t he  Ilo~nogenous group of' ~ e o r ~ i a n - p l a n  houses  which a p p e a r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
thc Tidewater  and Nor the rn  Neck areas o f  V i rg in i a  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  as a r e s p o n s e  t o  
Rc i l a i s sance- insp i red  symmetry. 

E ladens  Lield's asymmet r ica l  f a c a d e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  txo b u i l d i n g  campaigns x-hich  r e s u l t e d  i n  i t s  
p r e s e n t  form. The o r j - g i n a l  p o r t i o n  is a t y p i c a l  Georgiarr p lan .  The entire s t r u c t u r e  is  

completely sheathed w i t h  plain 'weatherboards. Blaclensf ie ld  s t a n d s  2-112 s t o r j . e s  above i t s  
basen:eat, a n d  i t s  a t t i c  space is  Lighted by c l o r ~ ~ e r s  w h i c h  break t h e  r o o f - l i n e  a t  r e g u l a r l y  
spaced i n t e r v a l s .  A l a r g e  gabled dormer w i t h  sidelights g i v e s  e m p h a s i s  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  bay 
of t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n .  The building is lighted by 9/9 sash o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 6 / 9  o n  
the second. Transoms crown each door ,  w i t h  t h e  exception of t h e  o p e n i n g  fourid a t  t h e  wesl: 
e l e v a ~ i o n .  The ~ le rn i s l i -bond  u n d e r p i n n i n g  of  the o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  has been c a r e f u l l y  
deaa rked  w i t h  rodded j o i n t s .  The p a n e l  chimney a t  t h e  w e s t  e l e v a t i o n  is  a n  especia1l.y 
f i n e  f c a . t u r c .  ' ~ x e & ~ t e d  ii Flernish bonc!, j es s u r f a c e  is  embel l ishe? ,  with g l n z e d  t . .r-nde~:s, 
put log  holes,.snd a beveled water t a b l e .  The square s t a c k  h a s  a corbe led  cap.  An i n t e r i o r  
cl~ir;lr?cy, Gncc z;a~C;Fng t h e  o r i g i n a l  east: end ,  i s  s i m i l a r l y  co rbe l ed .  Remnants o f  g l a z i n g  
can be seen in each s t a c k .  The present  e a s t  e n d  i.s t e r m i n a t e d  by a n  i n t e r i o r  end chimney. 
';'he f r o n t  and rear e l e v a t i o n s  are  capped by a t h i c k  'box c o r n i c e  with end b o a r d s .  A bulkhead 
i s  l o c a t e d  a t  the wes t  e l e v a t i o t ~ .  To ,accommodate t h e  need f o r  supplementary space,  E l a -  
d c n s f i e l d  was e n l a r g e d  i n  1854 by the  a d d i t i o n  of a two-bay school.room and passagc t o  t h e  
e a s t  e l e v a  ti-on. 

The i n t e r i o r  featurcs F e d e r a l  and Greek Kevival details, w h i c h  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  are as 
s i n l p l y  exccu tcd  as t h e  e x t e r i o r  d e t a j  1s. Roohs i n  t h e  original p o r t i o n  retain their 
F e d e r a l  m a n t e l s ,  most with e a r e d  a rch i t r aves .  S y n n e t r i c a l l y  molded c h a i r  r a i l s  e n c i r c l e  
t h e  roonls. The .importance o i  t h e  p a r l o r  (southrqest room) i s  re f l ec ted  in' i t s  more 
soplz-i.sticatec1 Federa l  mantel and the f l a t  Greek R e v i v a l  c o r n i c e  w i t h  anchernion- l ike  
ornainerlt whic-h compasses t h e  room. This same s t ~ a l l o w  ntolded c o r n i c s  i s  fourld i n  t h e  
" s ~ n d i o "  (nor thwest  room) b u t  w i t h o u t  the  d e c o r a t i o n .  The s t a i r  was a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  13th 
c e n t u r y ,  l i k e l y  at .  t h e  time o f  t h e  adc' . i t ion.  The o p e n - s t r i n g  stai-r has ah o'ctago.nal newel 
a n d  a round b a n i s t e r  with two r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l r ~ s t e r s  t o  t h e  tread. A p e d e s t a l  chair r a i l  
r u n s  the l e n g t h  o f  t h e  s ta i r  w a l l .  

I n  1354 t-he B l a d e n s f i e l d  Seminary was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and a t  t h i s  time a s ing le - room s c h o o l  
with a c e n t r a l  column w a s  added a t  the  east c lcva t ion .  This space w a s  j o i n e d  to t h e  o r i g i n -  
a l  s t r u c t u r e  with a passage  which r a n  t h e  f u l l  lengtll  o f  t h e  Iiouse. T h i s  room has bcen 
d i v i d e d  i n  h a l f ;  t h e  n o r t h  p o r t i o n  now f u ~ r c t i o n s  as a k i tchen.  

W i t h  the  exception of a 20 th-cen tury  garage, no o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a s soc ia ted  with t h i s  
sLructurc. It i s  no t  t h r e a t e n e d .  

BOUNDARY JTISTI'FI CRT:!ON - 

The nominated acreage f o r  Eladensf i .e ld  i s  approxinlately 22 acres .  All- l~ough i t  includcs 
o n l y  a f r a c t i o n  o f  the  p r o p e r t y ' s  t o t a l  acreage, the boundary i s  drawn t o  include the 
main  b u l l d i n g  and t h e  above-mentioned garage .  
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A ate 1 8 t h  c,; =a. 1854 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENTOFSlGNlFlCANCE C h r o n i c l e s  o f  the  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  ~ i r g i n t a ' s  Nor thern  Neck t e n d  t o  
e crowded w i t h  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  C a r t e r  f a m i l y ,  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  s i n c c  t h e y  de te rmined  a m a j o r  
o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  h i s t o r y .  Much o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  B l a d e n s f i e l d  comes a s  a r e s u l t  of 
t s  e a r l y  a s s o c i a  ti.on with t h i s  r e p u t a b l e  Eamily. In a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  r e g i o n a l  l a n d a ~ a r k  c o n t i n -  
ed t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t s e l f  as a 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  seminary  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  young women. 

- .  

l a d e n s f i e l d  i s  s i r e d  on land t h a t  was once p a r t  o f  a large t r a c t  a c q u i r e d  by Rober t  "Kingtt 
a r t e r  £rorn R o b e r t  Cary,  a Landon merchant.  In 1734 carter's g-cahdson, R o b e r . ~  Cat-,ter " t he  
o u n c i l l o r "  o f  E~f!xini .  Hal l ,  Wss t m q r e ' i a a d ,  r e c ~ i v e d  t h e  l a n d  i n  a d i v i s i o n  of the i n h e r i t a n c e  
f h i s  Sather Rober t  Cartcr " the Younger ,"  who had d i e d  i n  1732.  It seems l i k e l y  r:hat . , , ! 

o u n c i l l o r  C a r t e r  b u i l t .  t h e  o r i g i n a l  G e o r g i a n - p l a n  s e c t i o n  o f  BLadens field in t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  
e n t u r y .  The  name l l B l a d e n s f i e l d ' l  was probably  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  l and  b y  1790.  It i s  l i k e l y  t h a l  
he p l a n t a t i o n  was rimed f o r  Thomas Bladen,  who had been Governor o f  P ~ a r y l a n d ,  1742-1747. 
l a d e n  was t h e  b r o t h e r  of carter's m o t h e r - i n - l a w .  

11 1 7 9 0  C a r t e r  gave the  s t r u c t u r e  t o  h i s  s o n - i n - l a w ,  John C.  Peck. Peck had come t o  V i r g i n i a  
ron) N c r ~  England i n  1 7 7 4  upon  t h e  rccomo~c?ndation o f  P h i l i p  F i t h i - a n ;  t u t o r  a t  Nomini H a l l .  
eclc succeeded F i t h i - a n  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  Fol lowing p e c k ' s  deat l l  i n  1794 ,  t h e  house  and 
r o p e r t y  rcrnained i n  h i s  f ami ly  unti.1 1847, when h i s  ' s u r v i v i n g  d a u g h t e r  and o t h e r -  h e i r s  so lc  
t t o  the Reverend W i l l i a m  N .  Ward. . :  . , . .  . . , . , , ,.. , 

r e  ldarcl w a s  rector o f  t h r e e . c o u n t r y  churc-hes,  a n d  he a l s o  founded t h e  Blacicnsfielcl  Seminary,  
s c h o o l  Cor young women: R e s i g n i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y  i n  1854, Ward t u r n e d  h i s  f u l l - a t t e n t i o n  to 

e a c b i n g .  The l9c i i - cen tu ry  a d d i t i o n  was probably  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t-h i s  t i n ~ e  . According t o  .an 
d v c r t i s e m e n t  p r i n t e d  i n  the Richmond E n q u i r e r  i n  1855 ,  t h e  Bladensf  ield Fcmale Acaclenly , w i t h  
r. Ward a s  p r i n c i p a l ,  of  fcrcd c o u r s e s  i n  mathemat ics ,  t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  F r e n c h ,  drawing, p a i n t i n g  
usFc and German,  as  w e l l  as embro ide ry ,  w a t e r  c o l o r s ,  o i l  paintinz, piano and organ.  

a r d  '5,-.daughter , E v e l y n ,  a u t h o r e d  a d e t a i l e d  c h r o n i c l e  of life a t  Blaclensfielcl  d u r i n g  t h e  
ar lietween t h e  S t a t e s  i n  h e r  pub l i shed  memoirs, Thc c h i l d r e n  o f  B l a d e n s f i c l d .  The f i f t h  
e n c r a t  i o n  of Wards c o n t i n u e s  t o  own a n d  occupy B l a d e n s  f i e l d .  
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(2) Mrs. Evelyn W.  MLlsted 
Bladensf ield 
Warsaw, Virginia 22572  

(3 )  Mrs. Katharine W. Leisure 
10 Severndale Road 
Severna Park, Maryland 21146 

6 .  REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2)  V i r g i n i a  His t o r  i c  Landl!iarks Com!nission Sc~rvey 

1969, 1970, 1976 State 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  LandmarIcs Cornmiss i o n  
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richnond,  V i r g i n i a  23219 
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Bladensfield, Richmond County, Va. 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION -- BOUNDILSY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated acreage for Bladensfield is approximately 6 acres. Although 
it includes only a fraction of the property's total  acreage, the boundary is 
drawn to include the main building, the above-mentioned garage, and the section 
of t h e  drive in the immediate vicinity of these two structures. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA f 
Acreage of nominated property -- 6 acres 

UTM References -- 18/349200/4205350 
Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at a point O n  130' contour a h u t  3400' SSE of t h e  fntersection 
of private drive to  Bladensfield and Route 203; thence extendinq a k u t  600' S; 
in part running through wooded area; thence extending about 450' W t o  100' contour 
in wooded area; thence extending about 600' N to 110' contour i n  wooded area; 
thence extending about 450' E, czossing drive to poin t  of origin. 





BLAD ENSF'I ELD 
PZchmond County, V4 
C r e d i t  : VA Historic La~dmazrks Commission 
1976 
Negatjve Filed: VA State Library 
View o f  northeast  e lma t ion  
3629 










